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R 230654Z MAY 78 
FM AMEMBASSY CANBERRA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3338 
INFO AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMEMBASSY WELLINGTON 
USUN NEW YORK 997 
AMCONSUL BRISBANE 
AMCONSUL MELBOURNE 
AMCONSUL PERTH 
AMCONSUL SYDNEY 

UNCLAS CANBERRA 3981 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PEPR, SSOD, PARM, AS 

SUB J : PRIME MINISTER FRASER'S TRAVELS 

1 . PRIME MINISTER FRASER'S OFFICE HAS NOW CONFIRMED HIS TRAVELS 
DURING JUNE TO NEW YORK, LONDON. PARIS AND BONN. THE PRIME 
MINISTER'S PRINCIPAL CONCERNS ARE VERY CLEARLY INTERNATIONAL 
ECONOMIC ISSUES, WITH PARTICULAR IMPORTANCE BEING ATTACHED TO 
ACHIEVING A LIBERALIZATION IN GLOBAL TRADE. IN FRASER'S VIEW, 

THE MAJOR INDUSTRIALIZED COUNTRIES ARE NOT TAKING A SUFFICIENT 
ACCOUNT OF THE AGRICULTURAL PRODUCING NATIONS AND DEVELOPING 
COUNTRIES, AND IN THE ABSENCE OF A SATISFACTORY OFFER IN AGRICULT- 
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URE, IN AUSTRALIA'S VIEW THE MTN WILL BE A FAILURE. 

2. PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE THIS MORNING HAS ISSUED THE FOLLOWING 
PRESS RELEASE: 

"THE PRIME MINISTER WILL LEAVE AUSTRALIA IN EARLY JUNE FOR A 
VISIT TO NEW YORK, LONDON, PARIS AND BONN. 

"WHILE IN NEW YORK HE WILL ADDRESS THE UNITED NATIONS SPEICAL 
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SESSION ON DISARMAMENT. IN NEW YORK THE PRIME MINISTER WILL ALSO 
MEET WITH LEADING BUSINESSMEN. 

"FOLLOWING HIS VISIT TO NEW YORK, HE WILL MEET PRIME MINISTER 
CALLAGHAN IN LONDON ON 9 JUNE. PRIME MINISTER BARRE IN PARIS 
ON 13 JUNE, AND CHANCELLOR SCHMIDT IN BONN ON 16 JUNE. 

"DURING THESE MEETINGS HE WILL RAISE INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC 
ISSUES SUCH AS THE PRESENT STATE OF THE GLOBAL ECONOMY AND RELAT- 
IONS BETWEEN DEVELOPED AND DEVELOPING COUNTRIES. 

"THE PRIME MINISTER ATTACHES PARTICULAR IMPORTANCE TO ACHIEVING A 
SUBSTANTIAL LIBERALIZATION IN GLOBAL TRADE. 

"IN THE PRESENT ROUND OF MULTILATERAL TRADE NEGOTIATIONS THE 
MAJOR INDUSTRIALIZED COUNTRIES ARE NOT TAKING SUFFICIENT ACCOUNT 
OF THE INTERESTS OF AGRICULTURAL PRODUCING NATIONS AND DEVELOPING 
COUNTRIES. 

"UNLESS THERE IS A SATISFACTORY OFFER ON AGRICULTURE, THEN THE 
MTN WILL BE A FAILURE. IT WILL NOT IMPROVE THE TRADING PROSPECTS 
OF MANY OF THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES AND WOULD BE OF LITTLE VALUE 
TO AUSTRALIA. 

"THERE IS A NEED FOR THE MAJOR DEVELOPED COUNTRIES TO BE MORE 
FORTHCOMING IN THEIR POSITION ON THE PROPOSED COMMON FUND FOR THE 
STABILIZATION OF COMMODITY PRICES. 

"THIS IS A MATTER OF VITAL CONCERN TO MANY DEVELOPING COUNTRIES. 

HE WILL BE MAKING THIS AND OTHER RELATED POINTS TO EUROPEAN LEADERS 
DURING HIS VISIT.” 

3. COMMENT: THERE IS NO MENTION OF THE EARLIER SPECULATION THAT 
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FRASER MIGHT EXTEND A EUROPEAN/NORTH AMERICAN VISIT TO MOSCOW OR 
OTHER EAST BUROPEAN CAPITALS: WE ASSUEM THIS IDEA HAS NOW BEEN 
DROPPED. 

ALSTON 
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